
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
In-Person 

OR  
Live Stream on Facebook 

9:30 am 
https://www.facebook.com/ 

ChristusVictorChurch 
 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

Recharge 7:30 pm 

EPIPHANY 

Overwhelmed with Joy! 
 

“…and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage.”  (Matthew 2: 9b-11) 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Think about the times in your life when you were eager for 
Christmas; the overwhelming joy of getting together with family, 
giving and receiving presents, candlelight worship at Christmas Eve. 
I remember our wedding day, being filled with overwhelming joy as 
our family and friends gathered together to celebrate the promises 
of love and commitment, we were making to each other. The 
overwhelming joy at the births of our kids. So many moments of 
overwhelming joy that well up in my heart and mind, filling me with 
gratitude and praise to God. 
 What strikes me is that each time and experience was 
preceded by eager waiting, expectation, and preparation.  

I wonder if we have become so accustomed to the Good 
News of the Gospel that we have failed to eagerly look for and 
expect to find Christ Jesus in our worship or in our daily lives. 
Perhaps we miss out on the joy that Christ came to bring into our 
lives when we take this gift of grace and faith for granted or stop 
seeking and looking. As C.S. Lewis so accurately stated:  
 

Continued on page two… 
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Continued from page one… 
 

“If you want to get warm you must stand 
near the fire: if you want to be wet you 

must get into the water. If you want joy, 
power, peace, eternal life, you must get 
close to, or even into, the thing that has 
them. They are not a sort of prize which 
God could, if He chose, just hand out to 
anyone.” (C.S. Lewis, Surprised by Joy) 

 

And yet, that is exactly what God promises to all 
who seek, with eager expectation, Christ Jesus, our 
Savior and Lord; overwhelming joy! 
 In 2022 how are you going to “stand next to 
the fire” and “get into the water” to eagerly seek 
Christ Jesus? How are you going to get involved 
and stay connected to the many ministries of this 
community of faith, to put yourself into a frame of 
mind and heart to prepare to receive and welcome 
Christ into your life, and be overwhelmed by joy 
once again? 

In Eager Expectation, 
Pastor Kent Claussen Gubrud 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS 
SUPPORT! 
Thank you to everyone who has turned in your 
pledges of financial support for the ministry and 
mission of God here at Christus Victor Lutheran 
Church! Thank you for your generosity and 
faithfulness in sharing your blessings from the Lord 
to support our ministries as we continue to serve 
Christ and our Community, with Faith, Love, and 
Open Arms. 
If you have not yet turned in or made your pledge 
for 2022, please mail your pledge cards to the 
church office, or you can safely and securely make 
your pledge online at 
https://christusvictor.org/give/ - fill out the online 
pledge form and hit the “pledge for 2022” button. 

 
 

MILESTONES at CHRISTUS VICTOR 
Christus Victor Congregation Members 

Birth, Death, Marriage, New Member, Faith Formation milestones 

 
Birth: 

 November 15: Andrew Jay Wittersen 
Parents: Meghan and Beth Wittersen  

 
Deaths: 

 December 3: Ann Buffie  
December 12: Kathy Wittnebel 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING! All Active CV Members are 
Invited to attend the Annual Meeting, on Sunday, 
January 30th.  The meeting will be held via Zoom 
starting at 11:00am.  
Topics to be covered: 

➢ Constitutional Updates 
➢ 2022 budget 
➢ Election of New Church Council Members 
➢ Celebrating the Ministry Accomplishments 

and Goals of our Committees and Ministry 
Teams 

➢ Capital Campaign and Bridge Initiative 
Updates 

➢ Facility Planning Team Update on facility 
improvement priorities and needs 
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ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Monday Morning 
“Spiritual Disciplines”  
9am Live on the CV 
Facebook Page Start your 
week by focusing on the 
Spiritual Disciplines that lead 
us to spiritual growth and 
renewal in Christ Jesus. Each 

Monday morning Pastor Kent will be sharing the 
practices and insights on the classic Spiritual 
Disciplines based on the book by Richard J. Foster, 
Celebration of Discipline: the Path to Spiritual 
Growth. You can join Live, or tune in later for help 
and guidance on your faith walk with the Lord. You 
are encouraged to purchase the book to read along 
and learn with others at CV. 
 

Thursday Bible Study Opportunities… 
 
9am Bible Reflection 
on the CV Facebook 
Page. Have your 
Bibles and morning 
beverages ready as 
we dig into the 

scriptures for the coming Sunday worship. 
10am Bible Study at the Apple Valley Villas Due to 
the ongoing Covid situation, this is only open to 
residents of the Villas. 
1pm Seniors Bible Study Bring your Bibles and join 
us in the Art Room for our weekly Bible study and 
faith and life discussions.  
 
SUNDAY MORNING FAITH FORMATION FOR ALL is 
for all adults of all ages! The first Sunday of the 
month is for all ages learning, having fun, and 
growing in faith together. The second and third 
Sundays, each age group meets separately. Adults 
meet in room 112 for Bible study and discussion on 
the scriptures for the day. 

 
 

From the Welcoming Team: 
WE ALL NEED HOPE! 
       
As we enter this New Year, the future can be a 

scary thing with so many 
uncertainties. Who knows 
what tomorrow might 
bring?  When we have faith 
in Christ, however, we 
have HOPE not only in this 
life, but in the next. The 
future, while uncertain, 
can be entrusted to God, 
and He will help us 
through. 

 

Never be afraid to trust an unknown future 
to a known God. – Corrie Ten Boom 

 

“Our world today so desperately hungers for hope, 
yet uncounted people have almost given up. There 
is despair and hopelessness on every hand. Let us 
be faithful in proclaiming the hope that is in 
Jesus.” -Billy Graham 
 

 
CV Young Adults – We’ve had two 

events this past fall, both involving bonfires, 
food, and faith discussions. We’ll be 
planning more events and gatherings in 
2022! Stay tuned for more information! 

 

  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
RACIAL JUSTICE 

. 

The love of Christ gives hope, and the New Year 
brings us to resolutions and new beginnings. Anti-
racism work is long-term work, requiring 
acknowledgment and confession of the sin that it is 
and commitment to change. As written in our 
constitution, the members of the Racial Justice 
Committee commit to “listening, informing, and 
empowering our community to serve Christ by 
working for justice across racial boundaries…” We 
invite you to join us in 2022 as we work to fulfill and 
live out our purpose and commitment.  
January is a great time to commit to daily prayer for 
change by subscribing to the “Daily Prayers for Anti-
Racism” emails from Discipleship Ministries. Please 
join us!  
(https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/praying-
for-change-daily-prayers-for-anti-racism.  
This month we call out the national holiday, Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day on January 17. This much-loved 
Christian leader advanced civil rights with 
nonviolent civil disobedience. This month there will 
be many opportunities to engage and gain a better 
understanding of his teachings, history, and role in 
the advancement of civil rights. Watch for events 
throughout the Twin Cities as well as those on 
various media sources.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two that we would like to hold up:   

1. Listen to Martin Luther King Jr. read his 

“Letter from the Birmingham Jail”.  

https://youtu.be/ATPSht6318o. On Good 

Friday 1963, King was arrested in 

Birmingham and imprisoned for 8 days. 

While in solitary confinement for 

participating in nonviolent demonstrations 

against segregation, he wrote a letter to the 

clergy at that time. This compelling letter is 

considered one of the greatest texts of the 

civil rights movement.     

 
2. Martin's Big Words is recommended by our 

elementary school teacher, Kristin Schulz. 

Kristin describes this resource as “a 

beautiful children's book about Martin 

Luther King”, Jr. and reminds us that anti-

racism work can (and should!) also include 

kids in developmentally appropriate ways. 

God’s Blessings to you in the New Year! 
Racial Justice Committee Members:  

Diana Buffie Kevin Philpy Dawn Youngner 
Nancy Erler Kristin Schulz Sarah Youngner 

Alice McCammon  Alana Thureen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As identified in our constitution,  
“The Racial Justice Committee of Christus Victor commits to listening, informing, and empowering our community 
to serve Christ by working for justice across racial boundaries. We will educate ourselves and our community about 
how God's Word and Christ's teachings will lead us to better understand and interrupt systems of racism.”  
For further information, please see the Social and Racial Justice Statement as posted on our website: 

RACIAL JUSTICE | Christus Victor Lutheran Church. 

 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/praying-for-change-daily-prayers-for-anti-racism
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/praying-for-change-daily-prayers-for-anti-racism
https://youtu.be/ATPSht6318o
https://christusvictor.org/racial-justice-task-force-forming/


 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION FOR ALL 

January 9th will be a large group Faith Formation For All Sunday celebrating Summer and Camp Wapo! 
Pastor and Director of Camp Wapo Suzi Orlopp will be joining us on that day! She will be helping preach and 
lead worship, as well as some of our own youth.  
 
Information on Summer 2022 and how to sign up for Camp will be available after worship, as well as some 
large group games and activities together in the Gathering Space.  
 

We are also looking for children and youth to help with worship. Please contact josh@christusvictor.org if 
you are able to help that Sunday! 
 

Our youth are out and about and having fun! 

mailto:josh@christusvictor.org

