
ADVENT FESTIVAL  
Sunday, Dec. 5 at 10:30am in 
the Gathering Space! An all-
ages Faith Formation event. 

 

CV Christmas Band 
Sunday, Dec. 19 during the 

9:30am worship service! 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
WORSHIP  

Friday, December 24 
Family Friendly Candlelight 

Worship at 5:00pm 
Candlelight Worship with 

Hymns and Songs led by the 
Senior Choir at 10:30pm 

 

Sunday, Dec. 26 at 9:30am - 
Lessons and Carols 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Advent - Preparing for Christ’s Coming 
“The angel said to [Mary], ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 

son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High…”  

(Luke 1:30-32a) 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 At the writing of this article, I am focused on preparing for our 
Commitment Sunday and our Thanksgiving Eve worship, with plans for 
Advent begging for attention. Preparing for Christmas is far from my 
mind. 
 Mary, on the other hand, had a lot of time to ponder the words 
and promises from the angel Gabriel, that she would bear the Son of the 
Most High, the Word made flesh, give birth to a little baby boy. Every day 
of her pregnancy she was preparing, which probably also meant 
wondering and worrying. Is nothing really impossible with God? Is the 
Lord truly with her? I imagine she is pondering a lot of things during her 
pregnancy. 
 What if we too pondered the promises of God through Jesus 
Christ, for us, for all people, for all of creation? What if we took time every 
day during this season of Advent to ponder these things, not just ponder 
them in our minds, but out loud with our family and friends? Talk about 
the difference the gift of Christ Jesus has been and continues to be in your 
life. What do you wonder and worry about when it comes to trusting and 
believing in God’s promises, as Mary did? Maybe in sharing our wonder 
and worry, like Mary did with Elizabeth, is our real preparation for the 
coming presence of Christ into our lives and world again this Advent and 
Christmas season. 

In Eager Expectation, 
Pastor Kent Claussen Gubrud 
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Thank you to everyone who has turned in your 
pledges of financial support for the ministry and 
mission of God here at Christus Victor Lutheran 
Church! Thank you for your generosity and 
faithfulness in sharing your blessings from the Lord 
to support our ministries as we continue to serve 
Christ and our Community, with Faith, Love, and 
Open Arms. 
If you have not yet turned in or made your pledge 
for 2022, please mail your pledge cards to the 
church office, or you can safely and securely make 
your pledge online at 
https://christusvictor.org/give/ - fill out the online 
pledge form and hit the “pledge for 2022” button.  

 
 
 

Calling all potential 
Christmas Band 
members!  We are 

hoping to play this year 
on Sunday, Dec. 19th for 
worship.  Our only 
practice will be on Sat, 
Dec 18th from 3 - 5 PM 
in the sanctuary.  Our 
music will be easier this 
year as we will have to be scattered about due to 
covid restrictions.  Adults, dust off horns - there will 

be nothing you can’t play.   You will need to be 
fully vaccinated and feeling good in order to play.  I 
hope you college kids will get back!  You need to be 
7th grade - adult in order to play.  We will need all 
instrumentation!!  Please join on!!!  Music will be 
available by Dec. 1st.  Call Anne with 
questions   612-961-2440.  Yay band!!  

 
 
 
  

 

Advent Festival! 
The Advent Festival returns 
on Sunday, December 5th. 
Get ready for Advent 
Jeopardy, blue prizes, & 
more! We will start in the 
Sanctuary and then 
transition to the Gathering 
Space. Everyone is welcome! 
 

High School Youth Skating and a Movie 
Sunday, December 12th the Youth Group will be getting together at 
church to go ice skating, then returning to the cozy couches inside to 
watch a holiday classic. Stay tuned for timing and details! 

Advent Online Storytelling 
Similar to last year, we are looking for 
families or individuals to record themselves 
reading “Advent” or “Christmas” stories to 
share with the congregation. They can be 
traditional, faith based, or more 
contemporary. Just record yourself (in 
Landscape/sideways mode!) reading the 
story out loud and send them 
to josh@christusvictor.org. We will share 
them starting Sunday, November 28th 
during Advent. 
 

Christmas 
Light Caravan 

It’s back! On 
Saturday, 

December 18th we 
will be caravanning 

around Apple 
Valley and the 

south metro to look 
at Christmas Light 

displays. Hot cocoa, 
treats, and a fire pit 

outside at the 
south side of 

church before we 
leave from 4:30-

5:30, then we will 
caravan out 

together at 5:30. 
 
 

https://christusvictor.org/give/
mailto:josh@christusvictor.org


 

 

FROM THE WECOMING TEAM: 

 
 
Christmas Season may be the only time of the year 
when some people might consider visiting our 
church in person or online.  
 
Sharing Christmas with others is as easy as hitting the 
“share” button.  Invitations are far more effective if they 
come from someone they know. There are so many 
people with whom God longs for us to SHARE THE JOY.  
Social media may be an easy and effective way to share 
information about Christmas season services with your 
personal network of "friends” who can share with other 
“friends”!   
 
Christmas Eve is one of the easiest church services to 
invite a friend to.  Even if a person doesn’t regularly 
attend church, they are more likely to go during the 
Christmas season. Please remember to greet and 
welcome all visitors! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MILESTONES at CHRISTUS VICTOR 
Christus Victor Congregation Members 

Birth, Death, Marriage, New Member, Faith Formation milestones 

Deaths: 
 October 27 - Alan Strahota 

 

Thank you  
We'd like to thank all those who have sent prayers, 
cards, Caring Bridge comments, and gifts over the past 
months during Alan's illness and death or assisted with 
the funeral. It's been helpful, appreciated and 
comforting having your support during this most difficult 
time and means more than words can express. -- Sara 
Strahota, Roberta and Don Bonrud 
 

 

ARMFUL OF LOVE THANK YOU 
“What do we pay attention to?” That was 
the question Pastor Kent posed to us at the 
beginning of his 11/14/21 sermon. Members 

of Christus Victor have answered that 
question! We donated retail and food gift 
cards that will be distributed to families in 

need around our community. Our congregation paid attention 
to the request to be a blessing to others. “Those who bless 
others will be abundantly blessed themselves.” Proverbs 11:25 
Gift cards totaling $6,000 (which greatly surpassed our $3,500 
goal!) will be distributed to families through 360 Communities 
Armful of Love Program. Your generosity is amazing! 
The program will be serving many, many families 
(approximately 650) this year. Christus Victor’s contributions 
will be given to 15 families. Parents will use these gift cards to 
purchase gifts for their children and food for their families. 
On behalf of the Armful of Love Program and the Social 
Ministries Committee a heartfelt thank you for paying 
attention to the needs of others. You have helped bring joy to 
our brothers and sisters during this Christmas season. God 
bless you! 
 

  

 

 

YOUNG ADULTS of CV 

Food, Faith, and Fellowship Gathering on Saturday, December 11 at 5:30pm, 
meet at church. Watch Facebook and the weekly e-blast for more info! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
RACIAL JUSTICE 

With supply chain shortages, excess divisiveness 
all around and Covid-related interruptions to traditions 
and gatherings; is the spirit of giving changing to giving 
up, giving in, or a need for a Christmas truce? We are 
clearly in a time when new realities and truths are being 
revealed to us, and we are being called to a greater 
understanding and love for our neighbors. As 2021 has 
been a year of racial justice growth in understanding for 
us at CVLC, it has also shone a light on the thread of 
justice that is woven throughout Jesus’ life on earth. 
Instead of giving up or giving in, may we celebrate and 
lean into the hope and Good News of Jesus’ birth and 
life.  

As you continue your journey of growth during 
the season of advent, we invite you to reflect on an 
often-forgotten detail that Jesus was from the Middle 
East and a Jewish man. Contrary to many nativity scenes 
and pieces of artwork, Jesus and others in the nativity 
scene would not have been “white”, but brown-skinned.  

If you haven’t done so already, give yourself the 
free gift of participation in the excellent Hollaback! 
trainings on the 5D’s of how to react to bullying and 
racism. The 5D’s are: Distract, Delegate, Document, 
Delay, and Direct. Get Trained | Hollaback! Together We 
Have the Power to End Harassment (ihollaback.org). 
There are many free on-line trainings for adults - and 
now for kids ages 3 to 10 as well with the new video 
series, How to be a Super Ally. Each video is an 
animated and engaging story with clear and actionable 
messages about how to react to bullying and racism. It 
may be the most impactful gift we share this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you are in the holiday gift-giving spirit, consider 
shopping at minority-owned stores this holiday season. 
A few we’d like to recommend include the following.  
 

1. Roseline’s Place: 

2430 Central Ave NE, Minneapolis,  
https://roselinescandles.com/ 

2. Mind’s Eye Comics:  

200 E Travelers Trail, STE 105, Burnsville  
https://mindseyecomics.com/ 

3. Zifa’s Boutique: https://zifasboutique.com/ 

4. Cheesecake Funk:   

5801 Opus Parkway, Minnetonka 
https://www.cheesecakefunk.com/ 

5. Du Nord: https://www.dunordcraftspirits.com/ 

In addition to the businesses listed above, there are 
many more worth checking out as identified in the 
following article from the Mpls St Paul Magazine.  
https://mspmag.com/arts-and-culture/black-owned-
businesses-in-the-twin-cities/“ 
 
May you and yours be blessed this Christmas with the 
peace given by the Prince of Peace. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
As identified in our constitution,  
“The Racial Justice Committee of Christus Victor commits to listening, informing, and empowering our community 
to serve Christ by working for justice across racial boundaries. We will educate ourselves and our community about 
how God's Word and Christ's teachings will lead us to better understand and interrupt systems of racism.”  
For further information, please see the Social and Racial Justice Statement as posted on our website: 

RACIAL JUSTICE | Christus Victor Lutheran Church. 
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