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April 4th \‘voug“ I p Sundays 8:30 & 11:00 am

Sunrise Worship - 7:00am WI'I'II‘ A Education Hour 9:45 am

Holy Communion - 8:30am l’s Fellowship Hour 9:45am
¢

/Holy Communion - 11:00am n Altemating between
SUNDAY Traditional & Contemporary services.

The Prodigal Father?

“But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him
and kissed him.... But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one — and put it on him; put a
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!”” — Luke 15: 20, 22-24

The parable Jesus tells in Luke 15: 11-32, is most widely known as the Prodigal Son. Remember the young son who asks
for his inheritance before his father has died and then squanders it in “dissolute living” in a distant country? You know
the story: after blowing all his money, suffering amongst the pigs during a famine, he finally decides to go home to offer
to be a servant of his father instead of a son.

| have always focused on the behavior of the sons. There is the young son who thought he deserved his father’s wealth,
but then realizes he doesn’t even deserve the love of his father. And then there is the older son who agrees that the
younger son does not deserve the love of the father, because he is the responsible one who truly deserves the love and
wealth of the father. (/’d like to pretend | am like the younger son, but really | am just like the older son — I am first born
after all).

Prodigal = recklessly extravagant, lavishly abundant

They are both wrong, of course. You cannot deserve or earn the free gift of love and compassion! You cannot deserve
or earn grace, mercy, or forgiveness! This isn’t a story about a Prodigal son, but about a Prodigal father, who is
recklessly extravagant in his love and compassion, lavishly abundant in giving grace, mercy, and forgiveness to his
children, both sons and daughters!

We do not deserve, we cannot earn the love of God given to us through the suffering and death of His only Son, Jesus
Christ, on the cross. We can only receive the gift of the Good News with trembling wonder and thanksgiving, and
rejoice, joining in the celebration when God’s sons and daughters return to be embraced by the reckless and costly love
of God in Jesus Christ. Won’t you join us in the celebration and spread the Good News?

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Kent Claussen Gubrud
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Our Wednesday night
P worship services will focus
AWLE on the theme: “At the
WEWE% " Cross.” Through a series of
ULHe.

nq Fons dramas we will be invited
;% to come together at the

foot of the Cross of Christ. Join us during
Lent to deepen your spiritual life and faith.

2,

SCHEDULE -

Soup Suppers: 6:00pm-7:00pm

Worship: 7:30pm-8:00pm

JIFY and Confirmation will continue to meet
every Wednesday night during Lentl!!!

Thursday Morning Adult Bible Study -
10:00am in the Art Room

Bring your Bible and join us for a rousing
journey into God’s Word and the life of faith.
You don't need to know anything about the
Bible, just a willingness to read, ask questions,
and learn. Just show up at 10:00am on
Thursday mornings, we'll provide the coffeel
Current Topic: World Religions and Christian
Faith

Men'’s Breakfasts

Saturday, March 8, at 8:30am - “Men and
Change”

We are going to continue and expand our
February retreat theme about “Men and
Change.” Join us for a great breakfast, a
time for Christian Fellowship, and discussions
of faith and life.

Saturday, April 10, at 8:30am - “Mentoring:
why men need mentors”

The journey of Christian discipleship is one of
repentance and transformation; better
known as CHANGE! Men need mentors, and
need to be mentors to guide, help, and
challenge us on our journey of faith.
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Maundy Thursday, April 1
4 Annual Spaghetti Dinner — 5:30pm-6:45pm
Maundy Thursday Worship — 7:00pm
(special drama and music by JIFY)
Good Friday, April 2
Good Friday Worship — 7:00pm
Holy Saturday, April 3
Preparations and decorating for Easter —
92:00AM!

EASTER CELEBRATION - Apiril 4

Join us for the celebration of the Resurrection of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

“They found the stone rolled away from the
fomb, but when they went in, they did not find
the body. While they were perplexed about
this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood
beside them. The women were terrified and
bowed their faces to the ground, but they said
fo them, ‘Why do you look for the living among
the dead? He is not here, but has risen.’”
Luke 24: 2-5

Sunrise Worship - 7:00am
Holy Communion - 8:30am
Holy Communion - 11:00am

=

Monkeys, the jungle, and birds with bright beaks
Coming to CV when the summer does peak.
VBS is on our mind and we are looking for a few of a kind.
SonQuest Rainforest is on its way,
We need your help and we need you to pray.
There is a lot of planning that needs to be done,
and this for sure cannot be done by one.

If you want to be part of a fantastic team.
Please call Stacey Klein, and I promise not to scream. (952-431 9124)
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Adultg/

Fducation

CIaSS March Adult Sunday Forums
March 7, 9:45am - “Binding and Loosing the Scripture”
This was one of the most challenging and enlightening subjects of the series
“How Lutherans Interpret the Bible: the ELCA and Homosexuality.” We will look
at both Biblical and historical examples of binding and loosing scripture in terms
of ethics, morality, society, and the life of the Church.

ADULT EDUCATION and DISCIPLESHIP

March 14, 9:45am - “The ELCA: local, national, and global ministries”
In addressing the conflict over the ELCA National Assembly vote regarding
homosexuality, the question has arisen, “*what'’s the ELCA all about, and what
difference does it make to be part of the ELCA2" This forum will address these
questions and help us understand the length and breadth of the ministries of the
ELCA of which we are a part.

April Adult Sunday Forum Series — “Praying Like Jesus”
Beginning Sunday, April 11, 9:45am in the Fellowship Hall (5 sessions)
Jesus helped his disciples — then and now — to answer questions about praying to
the Lord and Creator of the Universe. In the process, Jesus the Christ, completely
redefined existing religious conventions regarding prayer. Jesus taught us that we
can address God infimately as our “Daddy” (Abba). And we don't pray to inform
God or persuade Him to do our will, but to be reformed and transformed by God so
that our will may become aligned with His will.

4™ Annual BASKETS OF LOVE

Sunday, March 21
Mark your calendars and be there to celebrate our connection with the Mlowa parish of Tanzania. Enjoy
the music, food and the silent auction for the Baskets.
FIRST WE NEED BASKET FILLERS
If you are willing to fill a basket, follow these simple steps:
1. Pick up a basket from the CV office or find some other container to fill;
2. Be creative & fill it;
3. Return it to the CV office by Sunday, March 14
THEN ON MARCH 21°" WE NEED BASKET BIDDERS
If you are willing to bid on a basket, follow these simple steps:
1. Join us on March 29 at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall;
2. Bid on a basket—or2or3;
3. Enjoy some African coffee, treats, music & fellowship;
4. Watch your bids and be sure to rebid so you outbid your friends.

THIS YEAR'’S BASKETS OF LOVE EVENT GOES TO SUPPORT THE AMBASSADORS FROM CHRISTUS VICTOR
WHO WILL TRAVEL TO TANZANIA IN AUGUST 2010.
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Calling all Superheroes!
-

Ever wonder what it would feel like to be a
: superheroe Now is your chance! It's Minnesota
& SUPBRIIEIIO FoodShare month, and the need is greater than
- ever. There was a 24% increase in Minnesota

- B  food shelf visits from 2008 to 2009, which is the
.| largest recorded increase in 28 years. With the
numbers of hungry friends and neighbors
. increasing and the ranks of those able to help
meet that need dwindling, our challenge to
| keep the food shelves stocked is large indeed.

Christus Victor, are you up for the challenge? After last year's incredibly successful food
drive we believe you are!l What makes March Minnesota FoodShare such a terrific
opportunity to make a difference is the fact that our donations are matched dollar for
dollar, pound for pound by businesses and other organizations in our area. Considering
there were approximately 3 million food shelf visits in Minnesota last year with 61 MILLION
pounds of food distributed, the March matched donations play a significant role in helping
feed those in need.

Social Ministries is enlisting all those ready, willing, and able to join the ranks of the
superheroes in making this year's food drive another fantastic success in fighting hunger.
Once again we are offering two ways for you to participate: by bringing in non-perishable
food items OR by making a monetary donation. The food shelf is able to get more bang
for the buck than we can at local stores, so monetary gifts are always welcome. We will
have our shopping cart in the Narthex to collect food items, and you will find envelopes for
monetary donations on the front of the cart (checks should be made to Christus Victor,
with a notation for the food drive).

You can make a difference in the lives of others by the simple yet profound gift of helping
put food on someone’s table. You can help make sure families don't have to skip meals
to make ends meet. You, in short, can be a superhero to those who need help and hope
for a better tomorrow. So, don your mask, throw on that cape, and let’s fill those food
shelves to overflowing! (Spandex optional)

January month-end
Financial Statement

Balance Sheet Income
Current Assets $160,727.34 Total Budgeted Receipts $34,000.00
Fixed Assets $1,537,949.05 Total Actual Receipts $33,387.79
Difference -$612.21
Expenses
Total Budgeted Expenses $42,933.00
Current Liabilities $41,676.97 Total Actual Expenses $38.949.14
Long Term Liabilities $331,683.00 Difference -$3,983.86

Questions may be directed to any member of the Finance Committee: Michael Rand, Kerry Baubie,
Kathy Wittnebel or Stephen Nierengarten
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Youth Ministry

MIDDLE ScHOoOL INFORMATION

Confirmation - Wednesdays at 6:00pm, in the Youth Room
Mar 3* - Lent 2: Small Group & Worship

Mar 10* - Lent 3: Small Group (@ Worship

Mar 17* - Lent 4: Small Group (@ Worship

Mar 24™ - Lent 5: Small Group & Worship

Mar 31% - No Confirmation

Apr 7™ - Class: Lutheran Worship - The Word

Up Coming Events
WAPO Service Retreat - April 9*- 11*

HicH ScHOOL INFORMATION

DeKaF - Sundays at 9:45am, in the Youtlh Room
Mar 7% - Class with Dawn Glewwe

Mar 14™ - Class with Corey Betchwars

Mar 21* - Class with Warren Youngner

Mar 28™ - Breakfast

Apr 4® - No Class: Easter

Birthdays

Noah Flaata March 2#¢

Ryan Jensen March 6*
Nick Hanson March 26*
Alex Olsen March 27%

Up Coming Events
30 Hour Famine - March 12% - 13®

High School Lock-In - May 7%

Birthdays

Jillian Pearson
Andy Dodds

March 5%
March 10%®

Joah Zarras March 2284
Anna Johnson March 26%
Caitlin Johnson March 26%

Youth Group - Wednesdays at 8:00pm, in the Youth Room
Mar 3* - Amazing Race through the Bible

Mar 10™ - Pinatas

Mar 17 - Wit Night

Mar 24® - Uno

Mar 31% - Hidden in Plain Sight

Bible Study - Sundays at 9:45am, in the Office

Mar 7% - David and Bathsheba: 2 Samuel 11

Mar 14® - Elijah vs the priests of Baal: 7 Kings 18
Mar 21% - The miracles of Elisha: 2 Kings 4-5
Mar 28% - David and the Ark: 7 Chronicles 13-15

Swar Team INFORMATION

SWAT TEAM GATHERING

March 7* (@ 12:15 pm in the Youth Room. Rescheduled from February 21%, this gathering focuses

on fun and fellowship. It’s a chance for the team to gather as a group and have tun together. Pizza

and pop will be provided.

AOLG INFORMATION (Yours CHOIR)

ALL OUT LOVING GOD - Wednesdays at 5:30 pu in the Sanctuary

March 3% - Choir
March 10% - Choir
March 17% - Choir
March 24® - Choir
March 31 - No Choir
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E Is for Essential

te that the word
“extracurricular” starts with the
letter E. But the word should be essontial

currlcular” rather than extracurricular”In fact.
theyre soimportant many schools are starting

to call them cocurricular” activities

Tor many young people, youth programs at
school and i the community are the highlight
of thelr day. They meel new people who share
their interests or introduce them to new ones.
They spend time with adults who enjoy the
activity And they boost their skills.

But thats not all these acthvities do. They can
help children channel aggressive behavior In
addition, researcher Laurence Steinberg PhD,
savs extracurricular activities provide these
henefits;

+ Uniggue learning opportunitics—Young
peaple get Lo learn new skills that thelr
academic courses rarely teach. Children get
the chance to exercise their initiative and
mclependence

- Tearmwork emphasis—a spirit of

cooperation is encouraged since most afler

school programs are group activities

Helpful Hints for Detecting
Overload

Aetivities throungh youth programs are

imporiant, but kids can get too busy with

them. These signs may indicate your child

bay activity burmout. Watch when your child:

+ Has litdle time fo relax, hang out, and
have fun,

+ Seems unhappy.

+ Often complains about being tived or ill.

« Struggles fo concenirate.

+ Becomes more frritable.

+ Wants to drop out of everything.

5 Heys to Youth Programs

65Enh‘ncurri.l:u]nr activities help children discover
who they are and what they like to do,” says
author Diana Townsend-Butterworth. She glves these five
tips for balancing school and other youth programs.

1 Be clear about your priorities. School comes first Activities are
Find out move before vour child s b, How wiuch practice
thimie s involved? Is vour child a good match for this activity?

Exarmine activities on an ongoing basis Do they fit with your
family schedule? Are they meeting vour childs needs?

especially during the elementary and middle school years.

quich Tip:
1%":::;: A2
can 3 assets-

Help your child find a balance so that he or she isn't scheduled
from maorning to night.

4 Encourage activitles that focus on fun or healthy competition,

More Help for Parents

- Educational interests—Often, young peogple

who aren't partioularly interested in
academics get turbed on to asubject
through an after-school activity.

+ Connections to caring adults—People who

supervise after-school activities develop
Important relationships with kids, Young
peopke often turn (o a coach or adviser if
they have concerns or problems.

 Opportunities to mest new friends—Afer

school activities create another way for
voung peaple to meet new friends to
develop more relationships.

T ey £k (ﬁﬁ#‘ i it
!
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B8 M8an b gy el
4 10 Gt (o a) o thnd
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Walking Your Talk: Building Assets in Organizations That
Serve Youth by Neal Starkman This book shows how youth
orpganizations can use assets daily (Published by Search Institute,
www.-,a.w'r'h-|11~_ir|tuh>t1rg-ﬁIItI-I&Hﬂ‘?!L.EELJ

tinar WoRD

“How adolescents spend their out-of-schoel time affects their success in school and their fufure.”
—Carneqie Council on Adolescent Developraent

This newsletier snd oiher ssset rasourcas s prodeced by Search Inatibuls, wes s sarch-imalilte sz 800-B85-TH28
Copyright & 1957, 2003 by Search nstitute. Major support fer Search Inatitule’s Healthy Communities # Healthy Youlh initiative i prosided by
Thrivent Firanciel for Luthensss Feundation.
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Monday, March 1, 2010

9:30 AM Women’s AM AA Mtg.
6:30 PM Oakridge Townhome Assn.
7:00 PM Valley Big Book Mtg.

Tuesday, March 2, 2010
6:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 345
6:00 PM Casa de Oracion Bible Study

Wednesday, March 3, 2010

10:00 AM Women’s Reflection AA
5:30 PM Youth Choir

6:00 PM Confirmation

6:00 PM JIFY

6:00 PM Soup Supper

7:30 PM Lenten Worship

8:00 PM Senior Choir

8:00 PM Youth Group

Thursday, March 4, 2010

10:00 AM Adult Bible Study
6:00 PM AME Bible Study
6:00 PM AME Youth Group
7:00 PM Alanon Mtg.

7:30 PM AA Mtg.

Friday, March 5, 2010

8:00 AM AA Group Mtg.
5:45 PM Marriage Enrichment Mtg.
6:00 PM Peace of Mind NA Mtg.

Saturday, March 6, 2010

7:30 AM Spanish Leadership Trng.

12:00 PM LOV AME Quarterly
Conference

Sunday, March 7, 2010

8:30 AM Worship

9:45 AM Education/Fellowship Hour

9:45 AM Upward Call

11:00 AM Worship

1:00 PM Casa de Oracion

3:30 PM AME Sunday School

4:45 PM AME Worship

5:30 PM Troop 298 Committee Mtg.

6:30 PM Troop 298 Mtg.

6:30 PM Spirit Bound

Monday, March 8, 2010

9:30 AM Women’s AM AA Mtg.
4:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 52737
7:00 PM Valley Big Book Mtg.

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

6:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 345

6:00 PM Casa de Oracion Bible Study
6:00 PM All Stall Mtg.

7:00 PM All Committee Night

Wednesday, March 10, 2010

10:00 AM Women’s Reflection AA
5:30 PM Youth Choir

6:00 PM Confirmation

6:00 PM JIFY

6:00 PM Soup Supper

7:30 PM Lenten Worship

8:00 PM Senior Choir

8:00 PM Youth Group

MARCH 2010 CALENDAR

Thursday, March 11, 2010

10:00 AM Adult Bible Study

6:00 PM AME Bible Study

6:00 PM AME Youth Group
6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop 50933
7:00 PM Alanon Mtg.

7:30 PM AA Mtg.

Friday, March 12, 2010

30 Hour Famine

8:00 AM AA Group Mtg.

6:00 PM Peace of Mind NA Mtg.

Saturday, March 13, 2010
30 Hour Famine

7:30 AM Spanish Leadership Trng.
7:30 AM Men’s Breakfast
Sunday, March 14, 2010

8:30 AM Worship

9:45 AM Education/Fellowship Hour
9:45 AM Upward Call

11:00 AM Worship

1:00 PM Casa de Oracion

1:45 PM Spirit Bound CD Taping
3:30 PM AME Sunday School
4:45PM AME Worship

6:30 PM Spirit Bound

Monday, March 15, 2010

9:30 AM Women’s AM AA Mtg.
7:00 PM Troop 298 ASM Mtg.
7:00 PM Valley Big Book Mtg.

Tuesday, March 16, 2010
6:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 345
6:00 PM Casa de Oracion Bible Study

Wednesday, March 17, 2010

9:30 AM Mom’s Club of AV South
10:00 AM Women’s Reflection AA
5:30 PM Youth Choir

6:00 PM Soup Supper

6:00 PM Confirmation

6:00 PM JIFY

7:30 PM Lenten Worship

8:00 PM Senior Choir

8:00 PM Youth Group

Thursday, March 18, 2010
Newsletter Deadline

10:00 AM Adult Bible Study
6:00 PM AME Bible Study
6:00 PM AME Youth Group
7:00 PM TEC

7:00 PM Alanon Mtg.

7:30 PM AA Mtg.

Friday, March 19, 2010
8:00 AM AA Group Mtg.
6:00 PM Peace of Mind NA Mtg.

Saturday, March 20, 2010

7:30 AM Spanish Leadership Trng.
10:00 AM Baskets of Love
1:00 PM Casa de Oracion Wedding
3:30 PM Baskets of Love
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Sunday, March 21, 2010
Baskets of Love
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Education/Fellowship Hour
9:45 AM Upward Call
11:00 AM Worship
1:00 PM Casa de Oracion
3:30 PM AME Sunday School
4:45 PM AME Worship

Monday, March 22, 2010

9:30 AM Women’s AM AA Mtg.

7:00 PM Valley Big Book Mtg.

Tuesday, March 23, 2010

6:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 345

6:00 PM Casa de Oracion Bible
Study

7:00 PM Council Mtg.

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

10:00 AM Women’s Reflection AA
5:30 PM Youth Choir

6:00 PM Soup Supper

6:00 PM JIFY

6:00 PM Confirmation

7:30 PM Lenten Worship

8:00 PM Senior Choir

8:00 PM Youth Group

Thursday, March 25, 2010

10:00 AM Adult Bible Study
6:00 PM AME Bible Study
6:00 PM AME Youth Group
7:00 PM Alanon Mtg.

7:30 PM AA Mtg.

Friday, March 26, 2010

8:00 AM AA Group Mtg.
6:00 PM Peace of Mind NA Mtg.
9:00 PM Casa de Oracion Prayer

Saturday, March 27, 2010

7:30 AM Spanish Leadership Trng.
Sunday, March 28, 2010

8:30 AM Worship

9:45 AM Education/Fellowship Hour
9:45 AM Upward Call

11:00 AM Worship

1:00 PM Casa de Oracion

3:30 PM AME Sunday School
4:45 PM AME Worship

5:30 PM Troop 298 PLC Mtg.
6:30 PM Troop 298 Mtg.

6:30 PM Spirit Bound

Monday, March 29, 2010
9:30 AM Women’s AM AA Mtg.
7:00 PM Valley Big Book

Tuesday, March 30, 2010
6:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 345
6:00 PM Casa de Oracion Bible Study

Wednesday, March 31, 2010

No Youth Choir, Confirmation, or JIFY
10:00 AM Women’s AM-AA Group
8:00 PM Youth Group
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CHRISTUS VICTOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Pastor......ccoooiiiii KENT CLAUSSEN GUBRUD  PASTOR.KENT@CHRISTUSVICTOR.ORG
Pastor......ccooiii LAURA DUFFEE PASTOR.LAURA@CHRISTUSVICTOR.ORG
Youth Director..............c.......... COREY BETCHWARS CBETCHWARS(@CHRISTUSVICTOR.ORG
Administrative Assistant............. DAWN YOUNGNER DYOUNGNER@CHRISTUSVICTOR.ORG
Office Manager........................ DEANNA LUKE DLUKE@CHRISTUSVICTOR.ORG
Nursery Care Provider.............. EMILY YOUNGNER
Nursery Care Provider.............. BRIANNA ALLEN
Director of Music...................... Anne Nyquist
Children’s Music...................... NANCY ERLER
Traditional Worship Accompanist/Organist  Liz SCHUUR
Contemporary Worship Accompanist JuLIE MCDONALD
Senior Choir Accompanist..................... JuLIE MCDONALD
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