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Christian Response-Ability! 
 

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of 
services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 

same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good 

1 Corinthians 12: 4-7 
 

WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[Ŝǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻƻŘ 
ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ 

Matthew 5: 16 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 Praise and thanks to God that the light of God has come into the world 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  And we who have heard and believed in the 
Good News, who have been Baptized into Christ Jesus, have received the light 
of God into our very lives through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Each of us has 
ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎΣ ŀ άmanifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good.έ  {ǘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪΥ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
manifestation of the Spirit ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ 
is two-fold: first, so that others may see your good works and give glory to 
God; and, secondly, for the common good of building people up in the love of 
Christ. 
 Our response-ability as Christians is to let the light of Christ shine 
before others through putting our gifts and talents to work in loving service of 
our neighbors for the common good of building up the Body of Christ, and 
ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ  !ǎ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άBehold, from faith thus flows 
forth love and joy in the Lord, and from love a joyful, willing, and free mind that 
ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƭȅΧόThe Freedom of a ChristianΣ aΦ [ǳǘƘŜǊύΦέ 
 Too often, however, instead of living by the law of faith in Christian 
love and service, with everyone putting their gifts and talents to work in 
glorifying God through serving the neighbor, we follow the laws and attitudes 
of this world.  One challenging worldly law to overcome is what is called the 
άулκнлέ ǊǳƭŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘhat 80% of the work that needs to 
ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴƭȅ нл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ άулκнлέ ǊǳƭŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ 
ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ t¢!ΩǎΣ ǎŎƻǳǘƛƴƎΣ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ 
ǿŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ƻƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘƭȅ άулκнлέ ǊǳƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƘƻǿŜver, we are 
άhiding our light under a bushelΦέ  ²Ŝ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΣ άhI bhΗ  LΩa 
GONNA LET IT SHINE!έ 
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Jesus Christ has given to each of you His light, along 
with your many gifts and talents, and calls you forth 
to use your gifts in loving service!  This is what our 
Joyful Servants ministry is all about ς it is the 
expectation that every member of this church Joyfully 
Serve by helping with some aspect of our Sunday 
morning worship ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǾŜƴǳŜ 
ǘƻ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
teaching, singing, leading a small group, counting 
offerings, serving on a committee, or on the church 
ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǾƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
the food shelf or a special package for a soldier 
overseas, putting together Thanksgiving Baskets, or 
visiting a shut-in.   
 My challenge to each of you is to find ways for 
ȅƻǳ ǘƻ άLET YOUR LIGHT SHINEέ ōȅ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛŦǘǎ 
and talents to good purpose here at Christus Victor.  
We need every Christian disciple to work together in 
the ministry and mission Christ has given to us, 
άServing Christ and Community with Faith, Love, and 
Open Arms.έ  /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΗ 
 
In the light of Christ, 
Pastor Kent Claussen Gubrud 
 

Study and Discussion Groups on the ELCA resolutions on Homosexuality 
As part of our ongoing process to discern where God is leading our church, we will be holding a series of 
Study and Discussion groups to focus on the Biblical and Theological issues related to the current 
controversy on the ELCA resolutions regarding homosexual persons and clergy. 
 
The starting point for our study and discussion groups will be a seven (7) part series called άIƻǿ 
[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴǎ LƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜέ by Dr. Mark Allen Powell.  There will be two groups offered, so please 
sign up for one or the other at the information desk! 

Group 1 ς Sundays at 9:45am ς we start again on January 10! 
Group 2 ς Thursday evenings at 7:00pm beginning January 14 

 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ άDƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƻ {ŜǊǾŜέ ς Stewardship of our 
Time and Talents! 
Every member of the church is a servant, gifted by God 
through the Holy Spirit to build up the whole Church.  
On Sundays, January 10 and January 17 we will be 
focusing in worship on our gifts, talents, and passions 
that God has given to us, how and where we can serve, 
and then make a commitment to serve in some 
ministry in the church. 
 

 
Church Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 24 
at 9:45am in the Sanctuary 

All active members are encouraged to attend as we 
vote on our budget for 2010, elect new council 
members, and listen to the ministries planned for 2010 
and beyond.   

Thursday Morning Bible Study with the Pastors!  
Join us on Thursday mornings in the Art Room at 
10:00am for some great Bible Study and fellowship.  
Pastor Laura had so much fun with the group this 
summer, that she and Pastor Kent will be sharing 
leading the group throughout the year. 
at the info desk if you are coming (let us know if you 
will cook). 

aŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ς  
The Holy Band of Brothers 
Saturday Breakfast ς Saturday, January 9, at 8:30am!  
We need a team of guys to take the lead (1) food and 
(2) discussion/Bible study topic!!!   If you can help, 
please contact Pastor Kent before Dec. 31!!!   Please 
sign up at the info desk if you are coming (let us know if 
you will cook). 
 
Winter Retreat w/Broomball! ς Feb. 19-21 at WAPO!  
Save the date and join us for a fantastic weekend of 
male bonding, broomball, and growing as disciples and 
brothers in Christ.   
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Adult Education and Discipleship 
 

Adult Small Groups ς Book of Faith 
WWhhaatt   iiss  tthhee  BBooookk  ooff  FFaaiitthh??  Small Groups meeting once a month for four months for Bible 
Study, Fellowship, and Renewal ς we need new Leaders and Hosts to start new groups in 
January! 

 The Small Group leaders set the day, time, and place (breakfast, lunch, Friday dinner, Monday 
night dessert, or Sunday afternoon) and determine what kind of group (ie. couples, singles, 
women, men, young adults, or open to anyone). 

 People sign up for a group that fits their interest and schedule. 

HHooww  ccaann  II  ggeett   iinnvvoollvveedd??    We need new small group leaders and hosts!!!   
²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
leader, to keep the conversation going.  Leaders are not teachers or experts.  And they have partners, 
the Hosts, who arrange for a place to meet and treats to eat.  This is about learning and building 
relationships in a fun, faith-filled setting.     

Interested in serving as a Small Group Leader or Host?   
Questions about the Initiative?   

Contact Pastor Kent at 952-454-6927 or  ppaassttoorr..kkeenntt@@cchhrriissttuussvviiccttoorr..oorrgg..  
 

November month-end 
Financial Statement 

     Balance Sheet              Income 
 

 Current Assets                  $160,374.13   Total Budgeted Receipts $447,881.00 
 Fixed Assets              $1,537,949.05   Total Actual Receipts $448,574.74 
        Difference          $763.74 
                Expenses 
        Total Budgeted Expenses $487,781.59 
 Current Liabilities        $46,881.37   Total Actual Expenses $442,500.23  
 Long Term Liabilities  $335,690.07   Difference                  -$45,281.36 

 
Questions may be directed to any member of the Finance Committee: 
Michael Rand, Kerry Baubie, Kathy Wittnebel or Stephen Nierengarten 

To our Christus Victor family and friendsτ 
 The family of Marilyn Kujawa would like to thank the many, many friends who supported Marilyn 
and her family during her illness.  The many prayers and condolences were overwhelming and 
appreciated.  It is truly amazing how wonderful and special friends are and how so many lives are touched 
by others. 
 ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƳŜŀƭ ƛƴ aŀǊƛƭȅƴΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
as all the dessert donations that were provided.  We will always cherish all the wonderful comments and 
stories about Marilyn that were shared. We know our mom was rejoicing with the Lord as she held His 
ƘŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŘŀŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΗ  Lǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾe been a more beautiful and loving 
celebration of her life! 
 Thank you, again, to all for the many years of friendship and fellowship to Marilyn.  You are all a 
blessing in our lives and we are thankful for all of you. 

God Bless You Allτ 
Marilyn Kujawa Family 

 

mailto:pastor.kent@christusvictor.org
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When the members of the Social Ministries Committee look back and count our blessings from 
Thanksgiving, we have much to be thankful for.  Most notably we are so thankful to the members of 
Christus Victor and our partner, Thrivent Financial, for helping us make our annual Thanksgiving basket 
ministry a huge success again this year despite a challenging economy for all.  Your overwhelming 
generosity for those who could most benefit from caring hearts and outreached hands made all the 
difference in enabling us to serve just as many families as last year, with a total of 200 baskets! 

 
The morning we spent together making and distributing our Thanksgiving baskets went by so smoothly and 
quickly that one might not realize all the different pieces and people that fit together in order to help make 
this ministry the success it has been.  Thrivent Financial plays a big part every year in giving us a very 
generous donation to get things rolling.  Your wonderful donations and/or purchases from the garage sale 
concession stand and to the Adopt-A-Family Thanksgiving basket fund make up the bulk of the rest of the 
funds needed to purchase all supplies for the baskets.  Once funds were secured, people-power did the rest 
in making it all come together.  We had volunteers that supplied a delivery truck complete with volunteer 
drivers.  We had Cub Foods of Apple Valley help get us the best possible prices and make sure we had 
everything needed.  Last but far from least we had tireless volunteers unloading the delivery truck, making 
boxes, filling baskets, coloring pictures for the baskets, carrying baskets όǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŜŀǾȅΗύΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 
out/delivering baskets to thankful recipients.    
 
From the beginning fund drive to the last basket given out, we were blessed with volunteers of all kinds.   
Kids of all ages, including a Confirmation group, families, adults younger and older, members of Christus 
±ƛŎǘƻǊΣ [ƛƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀǎŀ ŘŜ hǊŀŎƛƻƴΣ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
company, to serve others.   Looking down the church hallway at all the baskets lined up, no one could pass 
wƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά²ƻǿΗέ   ²ƻǿ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΦ  aŀƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
your generous hearts and helping hands in making this ministry such a success this year; you are all truly 
awesome! 

 

Food shelf items of the month for January  are rice and 

instant mash potatoes  
 

A Thank You from Feed My Starving Children:  
  

Feed My Starving Children is making great strides 
in the fight against world hunger. Thank you to 
Christus Victor Lutheran Church for your part in 
what the Lord has done through FMSC in 2009! 
This year more than 400,000 volunteers will pack 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ фм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƳŜŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ 
precious starving children. In recent weeks, FMSC 
has shipped food to Haiti, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
the Philippines, Moldova, El Salvador, Somalia, 
Liberia, Tanzania and Guatemala. Feed My 
Starving Children is blessed by your partnership in 
our mission of feeding bodies and spirits. He who 
is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and He will 
reward him for what he has done. Proverbs 19:17  
 
May you be especially blessed this holiday 
season! 

 

A Thank You for Armful of Love: 
 

On behalf of the Social Ministries Committee, I would 
like to thank the congregation for their generous 
support of Armful of Love.  This year we helped 10 
families enjoy Christmas.  This was the most families 
we have ever helped.  I want to extend a special 
thank-you to Mariah Glinski, Sarah Gwin, Julie 
Manning, Megan Hanson, Hannah and Andrea 
Perendy for their assistance sorting and packing the 
gifts.  There were tons of presents to pack up!  I also 
want to thank the Glinski's and the Iaria's for helping 
deliver the gifts to the warehouse. 
 
Thanks again for supporting this mission. 
 
Merry Christmas, 
Jaclyn Brandes 
Social Ministries Committee 
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