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òCelebrating Generosityó 
òFor you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that though he was rich, yet  for your sake became poor, so 

that by his poverty you might become rich.ó  

2 Corinthians 8: 9  
 

Five Sundays of Celebrating Generosity!  

 

× òGodõs Generosity toward us through Jesus Christ.ó  On 

Reformation Sunday, October 25 , we will be focusing on 

Godõs generosity to us through Jesus Christ, through whom 

we have been justified by grace through faith ! 

× òGenerous Giving is an act of Worship.ó   

Sunday, November 1,  we will focus on how we are 

blessed to be a blessing, by lifting up our partnership with 

the Mlowa  Parish in Tanzania, as one example of 

òsharing abundantly in every good work,ó (2 Cor. 9: 8).  

× òGenerous Giving is Proportional and Planned.ó   

Sunday, November 8 , we will look at our proportional 

giving and what it might look like to plan for growing in 

our generosity.  We will also be blessing and sending out 

the Route Leaders as we begin to pass out our pledge 

cards for 2010.  

× òGenerous Giving helps us Grow in Faith.ó   

Sunday, November 15 , we will learn how giving helps us 

grow in faith.  òThe one who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully,ó (2 Cor. 9: 6).  

× òCelebrating Generosity!ó   

Sunday, November 22 , we will receive the pledges of 

the members of Christus Victor and offer up our thanks 

and p raise to God for all of Godõs many blessings in our 

lives!  Everyone is invited to the Celebration at Worship 

and between the services in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

 

 

 

Sundays  

8:30 & 11:00 am  
Education Hour 9:45 am  

Fellowship Hour 9:45am  
 

Alternating between T raditional 

and Contemporary services.  
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Core Principles of Stewardship ð 1 Cor. 16, 2 Cor. 8 and 9  

1. òStewardshipó literally means òhousehold economicsó ð the economics of our family 

called, Christus Victor.  That means that every member of Christus Victor is an important 

contributor to the whole family, both our nuclear/local and extended/national/global 

family of God.  

2. Christian Stewardship goes beyond the Old Testament Law of Tithing, to focus instead on 

Godõs overflowing grace, blessings, and abundance through Jesus Christ.  òFor you know 

the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 

became poor, so that by his poverty you might become richó (2 Cor. 8: 9).  The starting 

point is Godõs Grace and Blessing! 

3. Christians give proportionately according to their means, and even beyond their means.  

òFor they [the Macedonian Christians] gave according to their means, and even beyond 

their means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministryó (2 Cor. 8: 3 -4).  

The tithe (10%) is not the end goal, but rather, the assumed starting point according to 

Godõs Law in the Old Testament.  The average Lutheran household gives 2% of their 

income in offerings to support the ministries of the Church.  

4. Christians give systematically, which means giving their offerings weekly during worship.  

òOn the first day of every week, each of you is to put aside and save whatever extra you 

earn, so that collections need not be taken when I comeó (1 Cor. 16: 2).  Keeping up with 

regular giving helps the giver may be a cheerful giver.  Trying to catch up at the last 

minute to a commitment made earlier mak es us into reluctant or grudging givers.  

5. Generosity and joyfulness in giving flows from the love and joy of God in Christ Jesus; and 

the love shared with sisters and brothers in Christ, and all people in need.  òI am testing the 

genuineness of your loveó (2 Cor. 8: 8).  Someone once said, òIt is possible to give without 

love, but it is not possible to love and not give.ó  Jesus wants us to give out of love. 

6. From this starting point, Paul teaches that there is a direct correlation between our 

generosity in g iving and our love of God.  The generous Christian is one who truly believes 

that, òGod is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always 

having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good workó (2 Cor. 9: 8).  

As Christians, we are called to discern between our needs and our wants, to come to a 

deeper understanding of what is enough, and that God does bless us so that we can be a 

blessing to others.  

 

What is òCelebrating Generosityó about? 

Jesus Christ is the model and perfecter of our faith and life.  Through Christ we see the awesome 

generosity of God toward each and every person.  Stewardship is about Godõs generosity toward 

us through Jesus Christ.  Stewardship is about more than money, it is being faithful stewards with all 

of the generous blessings and gifts God has given us, especially Godõs love through Jesus Christ.  

Stewardship is a key part of our faith life as disciples of Jesus Christ.   

 

As we begin to focus on Stewardship again this fall, the purpose is to grow, grow in generosity, and 

more importantly grow in understanding of Christian Stewardship.  You are all members of this 

household of God, and therefore you each hav e an important role in supporting the work/ministry 

of this household, called Christus Victor Lutheran Church.  We ask that you think about these core 

principles of Christian Stewardship, and talk about them with your family.   

After you read through th ese principles, here are some questions to consider:  

- What was something new you learned about Stewardship?  

- What was something that you needed to remember about Stewardship?  

- What is the most challenging aspect of Stewardship for you and your family?  

- How might God be inviting and challenging you to grow in your Stewardship?  
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Adult Education and Discipleship  
Sunday Adult Forums  

Sunday Adult Forums ð 9:45am Fellowship Hall  

Tanzania Partnership  
November 1 ð Presentation on the Tanzanian Agr icultural Project at our Companion 

Congregation, Mlowa!  With special guest speakers Mark Jensen, and, Don and 

Karen Fehr, who will just be returning from the Mlowa demonstration plot.  

Celebrating Generosity Bible Study  
November 8 ð We will be looking the  story of Godõs generosity toward us through 

the core principles of stewardship in 2 Corinthians.    

 

WWhhaa tt  iiss  tthhee   BBooookk   oo ff  FFaa iitthh??  Small Groups meeting once a month for four months for Bible 

Study, Fellowship, and Renewal.  

 The Small Group leaders set the da y, time, and place ( breakfast, lunch, Friday 

dinner, Monday night dessert, or Sunday afternoon ) and determine what kind of 

group (ie. couples, singles, women, men, young adults, or open to anyone ). 

 People sign up for a group that fits their interest and sc hedule.  

 

HHooww  cc aa nn  II  gg ee tt  iinnvvoo llvveedd ??    We need new small group leaders and hosts!!!    
We canõt have a group without someone to guide the conversation, thatõs the role of the 

small group leader, to keep the conversation going.  Leaders are not teachers or expert s.  

And they have partners, the Hosts, who arrange for a place to meet and treats to eat.  

This is about learning and building relationships in a fun, faith -filled setting.     

Interested in serving as a Small Group Leader or Host?   

Questions about the In itiative?   

Contact Pastor Kent at 952 -454-6927 or   pp aa ssttoorr..kkeenntt@@cc hhrriissttuussvviicc ttoorr..oo rrgg ..  
 

Wednesday Nights Parent/Adult Group with Pastor Kent  ð parents and adults who 

want to learn more about the Bible, our Lutheran Theology and practices, and growing as 

disciples of Jesus Christ are invited to join Pastor Kent in the CV Cinema during 

confirmation and JIFY at 6:15pm.  Contact Pastor Kent, or just show up on Wednesdays!  

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study with the P astors!  Join us on Thursday 

mornings in the Art Room at 10:00am for some great Bible Study and 

fellowship.  Pastor Laura had so much fun with the group this summer, that 

she and Pastor Kent will be sharing leading the group throughout the year.  
 

Menõs Ministry 
CHRISTMAS TREE OUTING WITH OUR KIDS!!!  Saturday, November 28! 
Weõre going to meet for a quick breakfast, and then head out to a Christmas tree farm to 

cut down three tall (9 -11 foot) Christmas trees for the sanctuary.  Weõll bring them back 

and set them up in church and string lights around them to get ready for the evening 

Advent Festival.   More information when you sign up at the information desk .  Youõll need 

money for breakfast and everyone will chip in for the trees!!!  
 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship  
Wednesday, November 25 at 7:00pm!   Join us as we give than ks to God for 

our many blessings and especially for the love we have been given through 

Jesus Christ.   Join us following the service for a piefest in the Fellowship Hall.  

Please bring your donated pies to the kitchen early.  

 

mailto:pastor.kent@christusvictor.org
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September month -end  

Financial Statement  
 

     Balance Sheet               Income  

Current Assets  151,777.16 Total Budgeted Receipts  $350,268.00 

Fixed Assets $1,537,949.05 Total Actual  Receipts  $340,749.50 

  Difference    -$9,518.50 

                        Expenses  

  Total Budgeted Expenses  $396,020.70 

Current Liabilities  $49,800.96 Total Actual Expenses  $363,645.07  

Long Term Liabilities   $337,012.03 Difference                 -$32,375.63 

 

Questions may be directed to any member of the Finance Committee:  Michael Rand,  

                                  Kerry Baubie, Kathy Wittnebel or Stephen Nierengarten  

 

Advent Festival ð Saturday, November 28 from 4:30pm ð 8:00pm  
Itõs time to get ready for the celebration of Christmas, the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.  There will be Advent crafts for families with children, a potluck dinner, decorating the 

sanctuary, and closing  with an Advent service of hymns and lessons.  Please sign up at the 

information desk so we can have enough materials for all of the crafts.   

× Potluck  

× Decorating the Christmas Trees and Sanctuary  

× Crafts for families and kids  

× A short Christmas movie after t he crafts  

× A closing Advent Service with Lessons and Hymns  

 
Senior Connection  
This writer recently had a conversation with the CV church mouse who asked the question 

"What or who is a senior connector that is mentioned in Voice of Victory from time to time?"  I 

was surprised --no shocked --because around CV, no one is more informed than the church 

mouse.  So I thought it was time to provide a definition of the group.  Senior Connectors are 

fun loving, easy going, somewhat mature adults who love to get together to, enjoy each 

otherõs company attend activities together, and just basically stay connected, O yes, and 

eat --or did I already mention that?  They are not "over the hill" although some say if they 

squint real hard they can glimpse the hill far off  in the distance.  We are, to the core, a very 

inviting group and welcome new faces to join our happy company.  Here is what is 

happening down the pike:  

NOVEMBER 8 (Sunday) We will see the big screen presentation of THE CHRISTMAS CAROL at 

the IMAX theatre in Apple Valley.  Meet at CV at 2 p.m. for coffee, goodies, and connector 

time.  The movie is 97 minutes long.  Tickets are $11 each and need to be paid for in one 

payment which George will collect after worship or at our coffee gathering on the 8th.  This  is 

our one meeting per quarter scheduled to allow the working seniors to join us.  Watch for the 

sign-up sheet on the Information Desk  in the Narthex.  

DECEMBER 9 (Wednesday) we will enjoy Eastview's performance of the musical ANNIE.  The 

play is a little over 2 hours long.  Admission is free.  We plan to have dinner together at 

Rascals in Apple Valley.  Watch for the sign -up sheet on the Information Desk  in the Narthex.  
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What Is Scrip?  
Scrip is a term that means ñsubstitute moneyò.  When you purchase scrip, youôre purchasing negotiable gift 
certificates and prepaid cards that are used just like cash. You can use scrip to purchase everyday expenses 
like food, clothing, and other essentials, and with every purchase, you earn revenue for our organization. 
 

How scrip generates revenue for you 
The Great Lakes Scrip Center acts on behalf of churches, schools and other non-profit organizations to 
purchase large amounts of scrip from grocery stores, department stores, and other retailers. Because the scrip 
is purchased with cash up front, the participating retailers offer a substantial discount. Our organization buys 
the scrip from Great Lakes Scrip Center at a discount, and re-sells the certificates to families like yours for full 
face value.  The discount - from two to fifteen percent or more ï  is our organizationôs revenue. 

Scrip is "shopping cart fundraisingò 
Scrip is a popular fundraiser because families donôt have to sell anything. Organization members produce 
revenue by making regular household purchases they would make anyway. Groceries, clothing, toys, gifts, 
even gasoline can be purchased with scrip.  

Find Out More 
Ask your scrip coordinator listed below for the latest participating retailer list. Then put your shopping dollars to 
work for our organization! 

TThhee  HHooll ii ddaayyss  aarr ee  ccoommii nngg  ȣȣ  
  SSCCRRIIPP  ccaann  hheell pp  yyoouu  bbuuddggeett   ffoorr   aall ll   ooff  yyoouurr   hhooll ii ddaayy  nneeeeddss..  

WWaatt cchh  ffoorr   SSCCRRIIPP  pprr oommoott ii oonnss  ccoommii nngg  ii nn  tt hhee  nneeaarr   ffuutt uurr ee  ȣȣ  !!   
Spirit Bo und  

Sharilyn De Grand, SCRIP Coordinator 
952-431-2275 

cvscrip@yahoo.com 
 

Food shelf items of the month for November are 

tomato sauce and spaghetti sauce.  
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PACK IT UP! 
What a great response from the Christus Victor Congregation for our ne w 

outreach program called     òPACK IT UP!ó 

 

Fourteen boxes  were filled to the brim with all kinds of goodies for our soldiers serving 

overseas é canned fruit, puzzle books, candy, letters, socks, batteries, shampoo, playing 

cards, paperback books ð just to name a few. And to top them all off, each box 

contained several pictures and notes from our youngest church members. Those additions 

from the kids will surely bring a smile to our troops!  

 

The Social Ministries Committee extends a sincere thank you for a ll 

those who cheerfully participated in this new venture.  

 

We hope that those who receive these packages not only enjoy 

the contents, but know that we care about them. We pray for the 

safe return for all our soldiers; may the good Lord bring them 

home to their families soon.  

 

Thanksgiving Basket Ministry  
 

Autumn is upon us and once again the Social Ministry Committee is 

preparing for the Thanksgiving Baske t Community Outreach 

Project.  Last year we were able to serve Thanksgiving Dinner to 

over 200 families.  This year we have again partnered with Thrivent 

Financial for Lutherans for the project and hope to provide another 

200 Thanksgiving baskets.  

 

Christus Victor, each of you has a marvelous opportunity to share in this ministry with us.  

Sign up to help pack baskets on Saturday, November 21 st.  What a great opportunity for 

Confirmation groups, families and individuals to come together in fellowship to ser ve 

God and our community.  

 

The second opportunity to participate is through our òAdopt-a-Familyó Campaign.  It 

costs more than $25 to fill a basket for each family we serve.  This ministry began 8 years 

ago by sponsoring 10 families.  Last year Christus Vi ctor families generously contributed 

funds (along with Thrivent and concession stand funds) that allowed us to serve over 

200 families.  God has richly blessed this ministry.  Please prayerfully consider adopting 

one or more families with a monetary donati on.  With your help we will again reach our 

goal of blessing 200 families with a Thanksgiving meal.   

 

The signup  sheet for this event on November 21 st will be at the information desk.  

Information and envelopes for the òAdopt-a-Familyó (or 2 or 3) will also be located at 

the information desk.  If you have questions please contact Peggy Sunwall at 

sunwall@charter.net  or (952) 423-9173.  Thank you for helping this yearõs event be 

successful for Christus Victor and the community.  
 

mailto:sunwall@charter.net
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