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When they had finished everything required by the Law of
the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled
with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
Luke 2: 39-40

Dear Friends in Christ,

Children, just like Jesus did, need loving parents and a
community of caring adults to grow to maturity, health, and
wisdom. | think the Gospel hints that the favor of God came
upon Jesus through the love, care, and instruction of the adults in
his life. We cannot grow up by ourselves. We need adults of faith
to help us grow.

Notice where Jesus grew in strength, wisdom, and favor of
God, it was with his parents, Mary and Joseph in his small
hometown of Nazareth. Jesus did not grow up in the Temple in
Jerusalem or the halls of learning with the Rabbis and scribes. It
was in the context of daily life with family, friends, and neighbors.
It was in the carpenter’s workshop with his dad, learning a frade.
It was with his family and community in the local synagogue for
worship each week.

Dr. David Anderson and Paul Hill, from their book, Frogs
Without Legs Can't Hear, elaborate on this point. “The primary
evangelical task of the church is to pass on faith in Jesus
Christ...The church tends to be preoccupied with what takes
place within the institutional and physical walls, falsely assuming
that within the congregational building, all the necessary
elements are present and available for faith to be formed and
flourish. Many church leaders and even everyday church
members think in this way because this is the way they were
raised fo think.” They emphasize that, “the faith life of the home is
also critical.”

| share these insights with all of you, to affirm and encourage
all of the families, parents, kids, and members of Christus Victor,
and beyond, who are naturally working and living this out. What

Continued on Page 2
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ajoy to witness God'’s plan at work in the
everyday lives of people of all ages! Thank you
to parents, step-parents, grandparents, aunts
and uncles, godparents, and caring adults who
walk the talk of faith every day, helping the
children, youth, and young adults in your lives to
“catch the faith.” Thank you to kids and youth
who bring your energy, insights, questions, and
joy to the adults in your life. You are an
inspiration and encouragement to those around
you.

God's plan for us, modeled in the life of our
Lord, Jesus Chirist, is that we need each other to
grow in strength, wisdom, and faith. We are
reminded of that old children’s rhyme, “Here’s
the church, here’s the steeple, open the door
and see all the people.” Ministry is about
people, together in relationship, both inside and
outside the church walls. Thank you all for being
an important part of this church community.
God shows us we need each other. Think what
that may mean for you this coming year.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Kent Claussen Gubrud

Book of Faith Small
Group Initiative Begins

The Small Groups Have Begun! Ten
small groups are starting to meet this month to
work on “Opening the Book of Faith.” They will
be meeting once a month for four months for
Bible Study, Fellowship, and Renewal.

What if you are still interested, but haven't
found a group that works for your schedule?
Talk to Pastor Kent about starting a new group
that works for you. We will help get people
connected and provide coaching for the
Small Group leaders.

Interested in joining a small group or have
more questions about the Initiative? Contact
Pastor Kent at 952-454-6927 or youthrev@pro-
ns.net with any questions.

VOICE OF VICTORY

Tentmakers to Facilitate CV
Youth Program Checkup

With today’s materialism, entertainment,
and option-overload, many churches struggle to
compete for the attention of young people.
Christus Victor's goal is to have a Christ—
centered, purpose-driven youth ministry and
we've asked Tentmakers for help.

To develop our plan, CV youth leaders,
parents, teachers, staff, council and youth will
gather over a series of five meetings with a
Tentmakers Ministry Consultant to assess our
current program, dream and set goals for the
future, and learn the strategies to reach those
goals. YMMP (Youth Ministry Management Plan)
meetings are scheduled for March 14, 15th, April
1st, April 4th and April 5

This event has been paid for with funds the
Youth and Family committee received from the
2008 Garage Sale, so if you are interested please
talk to Corey Betchwars @ 952-454-6927 or Paula
Nierengarten @ 651-683-9012.

Sunday Morning Adult
Forum Starting February 8t

MARGIN: Restoring Emotional, Physical,
Financial, and Time Reserves to Overloaded
Lives! This will be a fimely eight-week course
to help people regain Christ's promised joy,
peace, and abundant grace in their lives.
There are no simple, quick-fix answers only
sound wisdom and practices to implement in
busy and anxious lives.

Your Prescription from Dr. Richard Swenson:
Symptom: PAIN
Diagnosis: OVERLOAD
Prescription: MARGIN
Prognosis: HEALTH
Goal: HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS

Does that sound like something you
need? Sign up for this life-restoring course!
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Participate in Pastor Kent's
Sabbatical: Join a Learning Group

| need your help! For this sabbatical time to benefit the
whole congregation, | will be asking you to not only pray for
me during my fime away, but to participate in my learning
and growing. | would like o invite you to consider joining
one of three different groups of church members to do your
own reading and reflecting on the same books | will be
reading and reflecting on over the course of my sabbatical.

One group made up of junior and senior high youth and
their parents will read and reflect on Frogs Without Legs
Can't Hear, by David Anderson and Paul Hill. | hope that this
will compliment the work that will be going on around the
Youth Ministry Management Plan with Tentmakers, and the
great work that Pastor Laura and the Children and Family
Ministries Committee is doing.

A second group made up of young men and older men
willread and reflect on Adam’'s Return: the Five Promises of
Male Initiation, by Richard Rohr. | will actually be
participating in this Male Initiation, and so will bring fresh, real
life experience to the discussion and be eager to hear what
others are thinking about Male Initiation.

A third group of adults will read and reflect on The
Contemplative Pastor: Returning to the Art of Spiritual
Direction, by Eugene Peterson.

After | return from my sabbatical | will be meeting with
these three groups separately to discuss with each other our
reflections and ideas that come out of our shared reading.
This will give me a chance to share with a wide spectrum of
people from the congregation, in an intimate and less
formal setting, some of my experiences and discoveries from
my sabbatical time. This discussion will provide some
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common ground for ideas on
how we can improve how we
pass on the faith from one
generation to another and from
one person to another through
the ministries of our church.

I If this sounds interesting to

d) you, please contact me aft either
(952) 454-6927 or youthrev@pro-
ns.net and let me know which
group you would like to
participate in. | am also looking
for people who would be willing
to lead these small groups while |
am away.
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Weekend to
Remember Marriage
Conference on
March 27-29 at the
Marriott City Center

Join Joe and Carla
Tappainer from CV for a
wonderful weekend to
strengthen and grow your
marriage and “Love Like
You Mean It!"

Pick up a registration
packet on the bulletin
board in the hallway and
look for the group code
that will save you $80! For
more information, contact
Joe and Carla Tappainer at
952-953-0849.

Thursday Morning
Adult Bible Study at
10:00am in the Art
Room

Bring your Bible and join
us for a rousing journey into
God’'s Word. You don't
need to know anything
about the Bible, just a
willingness to read, ask
questions, and learn. Just
show up at 10:00am on
Thursday mornings, we'll
provide the coffeel

Current Book: Philippians
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Sign up for the February 20-22

Men’s Retreat at WAPO

CV men, mark your calendars for the
February 20-22 Men’s Retreat at WAPO. All you
need to dois sign up, turn in your $50 deposit
(total cost of the retreat is $125) and get ready
to dive into the topic of male spirituality. Is there
such a thing as male spirituality? There is. Men
need mentors, elders and other men to go deep
into the male journey of faith and life in God
through Jesus Christ. Does that sound like a
heavy topic for a men’s retreate Actually it is
incredibly exciting! This retreat represents an
adventure of discovery with other brothers in

Christ! We will have a blast complete with

movies, discussions, fire, broomball, laughter,
prayer, praise and worship! Invite your friends
and brothers in Christ, young and old, to join us
for a fun, faith-filed weekend. We will be putting

together a broomball team for the WAPO
Broomball Tournament that weekend too.

Contact Pastor Kent (952) 454-6928 or
Scoft Berg (952) 431-6114 with any questions.

Attention: 5th Graders and their

Parents

Pastor Laura will be leading the 5™ grade First
Communion class designed for 5™ graders and their
parents/guardians. We will meet for five sessions
starting just before Lent during the Sunday School hou
The dates are: February 22, and March 1, 8, 15, & 22.
During these classes, we will all learn lots of interesting
things about Holy Communion such as: what it means
why do we have it every week, and what does the
wafer taste like? The 5™ graders will receive
communion for the first time on Maundy Thursday,
which is April 91 this year. We will be meeting in the
Sanctuary at 9:45am. Call Pastor Laura with any

questions. See you there!

!
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2009 Garage Sale
Scheduled for August
14" and 15t

Itis NOT too early to begin
preparing for this momentous sale that
benefits CV, our neighbors AND other
charitable organizations. Our sale
makes a difference! We've got six
months to go and here’s what we
need to do:

* Mark the dates on your calendar!

* Start scouting around your house
and garage for items to donate. Set
them aside and get a head'’s start on
gathering treasures to sell.

* Consider taking on a new role. Co-
chairs Julie McDonald and Nancy Erler
are looking to fill two volunteer roles:
Furniture Manager (responsible for
managing the furniture sale) and
Clean-up Manager (responsible for
coordinating the clean-up after the
sale ends)

Contact Co-chairs Julie McDonald
(952-250-1503) and Nancy Erler (952-
432-8081) with any questions or to
volunteer.

Food shelf
item of the
month for
February
is cereal
(cold and
oatmeal).
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Thanksgiving Basket Ministry Provides Meals for 200
Local Families

The Social Ministries Committee would like say THANK YOU!!! to everyone who made our
2008 Thanksgiving Basket ministry such an incredible success. With your work and donations
we were able to provide 200 families in great need not only a Thanksgiving Day meal but the
love of God through caring hearts and hands. It was a true gift to hear from recipients how
much it meant that someone cared enough to reach out to them.

What an awesome partnership this ministry has become. A big portion of our garage sale
concession stand sales goes towards the Thanksgiving baskets, so, if you donated delicious
baked goods, pop, food, ice or a fabulous tent and equipment to make it happen, thank you!
If you purchased a tasty snack or beverage from our concession stand, thank you!

We also could not have been so successful without your generous donations this fall. We
had more participants in our Adopt-A-Family fundraiser than ever before. We also had two
unexpected donations from the kids in Faith Trek and from the Endowment Committee, and
our partners at Thrivent Financial once again gave their enthusiastic financial support. It was
wonderful to have Thrivent and so many people of all ages participate financially in support of
this ministry, thank you!

When the day came to put together and distribute the Thanksgiving baskets, we had
many more partners come together to share their gifts, fime and fellowship. We had the gift of
a truck donated to pick up the food, as well as the gift of a wonderful manager at Apple
Valley Cub Foods that worked hard to get us the best prices on the basket ingredients, thank
you both! Once the food arrived at Christus Victor we had approximately 100 people of all
ages working fogether, not only from Christus Victor, but from Casa de Oracion and Lily of the
Valley as well. It was an awesome and inspiring sight to see so many people working in
harmony to get the job done. We had people assembling boxes, carrying in food from the
fruck, putting food in baskets, and carrying completed baskets to the Narthex and hallway.
Next, we had people greeting the basket recipients, carrying out baskets to their cars for
them, and delivering baskets to Lewis House and Dakota Woodlands. What a glorious
community of caring hearts and hands, thank you all so much!

How important was this ministry to the people we served? One woman rode her bicycle
from miles away in slippery road conditions in
order to pick up her baskeft; it meant that much

to her and her family. And you know whatz we | Lenten Soup Suppers

had generous volunteers make sure she had a

safe and less stressful ride back home in their car, Soup suppers will once again
thank you! Through the glory of God, in a variety § be served this year starting on Ash
of ways, members of Christus Victor partnered Wednesday (February 25th) and
with our friends at Lily of the Valley and Casa de continuing through April 1st. Please
Oracion, with Thrivent Financial and Cub Foods join us from 6:00 to 7:00 for a light

to reach out and make a difference in the lives dinner before the 7:30pm Lenten

of those who need it the most. The gift of a service. The charge for dinner this
meal, the gift of knowing someone cares, the year will be $4.00. Come join us for
gift of being able to serve and share fellowship, food and fellowship.

what blessings all. Social Ministries cannot thank
you enough for all the ways you support this
ministry near and dear to everyone's heart.
God'srichest blessings to you alll
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CHRISTUS VICTOR BLOODMOBILE DRIVE

The American Red Cross Bloodmobile Bus will be here on
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24™ 1:30PM-6:30PM

LOOK FOR THE SIGN-UP SHEET AT THE WELCOME DESK

Here are some helpful TIPS for all of you kind and generous blood donors:

Before your Donation:

* Get agood night's sleep.

* Eat a good breakfast and lunch.

* Drink extra water and fluids fo replace the volume you will donate, but avoid caffeinated
beverages.

* Eat iron-rich foods to boost your iron level.

During Your Donation:

e Relax and think about the people you are helping!

After your Donation:

* Drink plenty of fluids over the next 24-48 hours to replenish what you lost during donation.

* Avoid strenuous activity or heavy lifting for several hours.

* If you feel light-headed, lie down with your feet up.

* If for any reason, something doesn't feel right, call the American Red Cross toll-free number
provided to you after your donation.

* Enjoy the feeling of knowing you helped save lives!

* Enjoy one of the delicious snacks provided by the Social Ministries Committee

If you have any questions, please contact Michele Iaria at 952-891-1303 or miaria@charter.net

Social Ministries Committee
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Senior Connection Moves Into 2009

On February 151, we're planning to see CHURCH BASEMENT
LADIES Il at the Plymouth Theatre. If you haven't signed up by
the time you read this issue, you have probably missed the boat
because reservations were to close in January - but if you want
fo go, check anyway. At our January 14th meeting hosted by
Orville and Dan, we made a couple of changes on our winter
schedule:

In March we will visit a Russian Museum located in the old
Mayflower Church in Minneapolis. Date has not been set at
press time so watch for more information in the March issue and
worship bulletins. Following that visit, we plan to go to a nearby
restaurant for pie and coffee.

April 15th is another event planned with the working seniors
in mind. We will go to see Burnsville High School production of
THE SECRET GARDEN. Showtime is 7:30.

We do a lotf of laughing and chattering at our gatherings--
except when we have to be quiet for a performance or show.
We are eager to have more of the fun loving seniors at CV join
us.

Baskets of Love Sunday Scheduled for
March 29th

Mark your calendars! The Missions Committee invites you
to participate in Baskets of Love, the silent auction which raises
money for our partnership ministry in Tanzania. NEW THIS YEAR
the auction will feature items from the Dominion Republic
Mission Trip and proceeds from those items will go to Kids Alive.
More information will follow in the March newsletter. Contact
KC Claussen Gubrud at 612-722-2896 with any questions.

December 2008 Financial Statement
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Munchkin Minute
By Doug Ashby

Well, after a
wonderful holiday season
we are all back in the
swing of things. The kids
are a little calmer—just a
little. I'm a little more
relaxed—again, just a little.
And we are diving deeply
into the things that Jesus
did and taught while He
was here on earth: Jesus
as a youngster and Jesus
as an adult; miracles He
performed, lessons He
taught. These will all be
covered throughout the
rest of the school year.
And, of course, lots of
games will be played and
many-a-craft will be
crafted. Fun stuffl

Speaking of fun:
One of these Sundays
coming up we willgoon a
sledding field tfrip. Yeah!
That's it for now. May you
all enjoy the warmth and
love of family and friends
during these cold winter
months.

Balance Sheet Income
Current Assets $ 146,494.52 Total Budgeted Receipts  $494,000.00
Fixed Assets$ $1,654,476.19 Total Actual Receipts $490,583.68
Difference -$3,416.32
Current Liabilities $ 37.,376.78 Expenses
Long Term Liabilities  $ 348,607.61 Total Budgeted Expenses $520,190.40

Total Actual Expenses $505,091.25

Difference

-$15,099.15

Questions may be directed to any member of the Finance Committee: Michael Rand, Rodney Carlson,

Kerry Baubie, Kathy Wittnebel or Stephen Nierengarten












VOICE OF VICTORY

Sunday, February 1, 2009
Sr. Choir Retreat
Scout Sunday

Spare Change

8:30AM Worship

9:45AM Education/Fellowship

11:00AM Worship

12:00PM Lenten Drama Practice

12:00PM New Member Orientation

1:00PM Casa De Oracion

3:30PM Lily of the Valley SS

4:45PM Lily of the Valley
AME Church

Monday, February 2, 2009

9:30AM Women’s AM AA Mtg.

7:00PM Valley Big Book Mtg.

Tuesday, February 3, 2009
6:00PM Casa de Oracion Study

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

10:00AM Women’s Reflection AA

5:30PM Youth Choir

6:00PM Confirmation Potluck &
Hot Topic

6:00PM JIFY — Grand Slam

7:00PM Upward Call

8:00PM Sr. Choir

Thursday, February S, 2009

10:00AM Adult Bible Study

7:00PM Lily of the Valley Study

7:00PM Alanon Mtg.

7:30PM AA Mtg.

Friday, February 6,2009

8:00AM AA Group Mtg.

Saturday, February 7, 2009

7:30AM Spanish Leadership Trng.

Sunday, February 8, 2009

8:30AM Worship

9:45AM Education/Fellowship

11:00AM Worship

12:00PM Graduation FSS

12:00PM Lenten Drama Practice

1:00PM Casa De Oracion

3:30PM Lily of the Valley SS

4:45PM Lily of the Valley Church

5:30PM Troop 298 Committee Mtg.

6:30PM Spirit Bound

7:00PM Troop 298 Mtg.

Monday, February 9, 2009

9:30AM Women’s AM AA Mtg.
4:00PM Girl Scout Troop 50933
7:00PM Girl Scout Troop 52737
7:00PM Valley Big Book Mtg.

February 2009 Calendar

Tuesday, February 10,2009
6:00PM All Staff Mtg.
7:00PM All Committee Night
Wednesday, February 11,2009
Confirmation Small Group
Fellowship Events

10:00AM Women’s Reflection AA
6:00PM JIFY

7:00PM Upward Call

8:00PM Sr. Choir

Thursday, February 12, 2009

10:00AM Adult Bible Study
7:00PM Lily of the Valley Study
7:00PM Alanon Mtg.

7:30PM AA Mtg.

Friday, February 13, 2009
8:00AM AA Group Mtg.

Saturday, February 14,2009
7:30AM

8:30AM Men'’s Breakfast

Sunday, February 15, 2009

8:30AM Worship

9:45AM Education/Fellowship

11:00AM Worship

12:00PM Lenten Drama Practice

1:00PM Casa De Oracion

3:30PM Lily of the Valley SS

4:45PM Lily of the Valley
AME Church

Monday, February 16, 2009

9:30AM Women’s AM AA Mtg.
7:00PM Troop 298 ASM Mtg.
7:00PM Valley Big Book Mtg.

Tuesday, February 17,2009
6:00PM Casa De Oracion Study

Wednesday, February 18,2009

9:30AM MOMS Club of AV
10:00AM Women’s Reflection AA
6:00PM Guide/SWAT Team Huddle
6:00PM JIFY

7:00PM Upward Call

8:00PM Sr. Choir

Thursday, February 19, 2009
Newsletter Article Deadline (4:00PM)

10:00AM Adult Bible Study
10:00AM MOMS Club of AV MN N
7:00PM Lily of the Valley Study
7:00PM TEC

7:00PM Alanon

7:30PM AA

Spanish Leadership Trng.
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Friday, February 20, 2009
8:00AM AA Group Mtg.
Saturday, February 21, 2009
7:30AM Spanish Leadership Trng.
Sunday, February 22, 2009
8:30AM Worship
9:30AM Holy Communion Class
9:45AM Education/Fellowship
11:00AM Worship
12:00PM Lenten Drama Practice
1:00PM Casa De Oracion
3:30PM Lily of the Valley SS
4:45PM Lily of the Valley Church
6:00PM Troop 298 PLC Mtg.
6:30PM Spirit Bound
7:00PM Troop 298 Mtg.

Monday, February 23, 2009

9:30AM Women’s AM AA Mtg.
4:00PM Girl Scout Troop 50933
7:00PM Girl Scout Troop 52737
7:00PM Valley Big Book Mtg.
Tuesday, February 24,2009

1:30PM Blood Drive

6:00PM Casa De Oracion Study
7:00PM Council Mtg.

Wednesday, February 25,2009

10:00AM Women’s Reflection AA

5:30PM Youth Choir

6:00PM Confirmation

6:00PM JIFY

6:00PM Soup Suppers

7:00PM Ash Wednesday Worship
Service

8:00PM Sr. Choir

Thursday, February 26, 2009

10:00AM Adult Bible Study

7:00PM Lily of the Valley Study

7:00PM Alanon Mtg.

7:30PM AA Mtg.

Friday, February 27, 2009
8:00AM AA Group Mtg.

Saturday, February 28,2009
7:30AM Spanish Leadership Trng.
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